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Dear Senator Murray:
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(fFlCE OF THE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of FebruarY,/3, 1993, in_which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regArding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, E7 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Co~ission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.
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Honorable Patty Murray 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and Ric hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

~J&k
~ Ralph A. Haller

Chief, Private Radio BUIedU

Enclosures:
Notice
Order
Discussion paper

cc: Chief, PRB
Chief, LMMD
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Docket Files, Rm 222
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PATIY MURRAY
WASHINGTON

tlnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4704

February 3, 1993
.'
<

Steve Klitzman, Associate Director
Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW
Washjngton D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Klitzman,

c .

I wish to refer a matter to your attention. Over the past week I
have received many letters from constituents in washington State
who operate radio controlled airplanes and boats. People who
enjoy this hobby express concerns regarding a FCC proposal to
decrease present frequency separation (NPRM-PR Docket 92-235) .

Because I have received many letters regarding this proposal, I
have enclosed copies of two letters representative of the
concerns of radio controlled airplane controllers. I would
appreciate it if you could address their inquiries concerning
Docket 92-235.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to
your response.

Sincerely,

~I:!:J
United States Senator

PM:lh
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The;HoXlarable Patty Murray
Uni.ed States Senate
Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator MWTay;

1119 S. W. 333rd St.
Federal Way. Wa 98023

February 4. 1993

POO2l002

Corigralulatious on yOw- neW position. It is very exciting to have a woman in our state
on the Senate. I am writing to you because I am very concerned about proposed rules
that are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission

. (FCC). The proceec11ng is PIt Docket 92·235. If adopted. the new roles will greH.t1y
reduce the number of usable frequencies currently assigned. for recreational model use
and Increase the risk of acddents and attendant liability for controlling model aiIplanes.

My husband and I build and fiy radio controlled gliders. We derive many hours of
pleasure from this hobby. In addition. it 19 a great get-away from a very hectic work
sch(~ule. I am an active competitor in local, national and international events. 1 alSo
am l~esidentofThe Northwest Soaring Society. a group of 125 flyers who collectively
strive to facilitate consistent growth in the art of design. construction and flying of radio
controlled Soaring planes and among other things. h~nor pilots who have consistently
demonstrated their soaring ability. We encourage and promote young people in thL...
sport-hobby; thereby keeping them away from drues and alcohol. This hobby provides
marlY hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry. This is a family
oriented hobby.

The FCC wants to create more land mobUe frequencies. Presently. there are
approxima.tely 50 frequencies that are available for radio control of mo<1eJ ~irplanes and
if the FCC rules in favor ofPR Docket 92-235. 1am told that only 19 frequencies will be
left. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a
safe flying environment. Additionally. I am told that a large company is basically
lobbying the FCC for the additional frequencies for conunercial use. To me. it does not
seetn fair. that large business can jump in and dornifl..a.te an area that has been enjoyed

'. by ~o many modcl1crs.

I cuiL writing to request your personal help in keeping these frequenC"Jes as they are
curi-ently assigned. a.vailable to the modelling public and stop big business from
fudning us out of our hobbies and recreations that we so dearly love.

Sinb:rely.


